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On Oct. 15, in a speech to some 300 representatives of non-governmental organizations attending
a foreign policy conference at the State Department offices in Washington, Asst. Secretary of State
for Inter-American Affairs Elliott Abrams said that the Congress would likely live to regret a vote
against renewed military aid to the Nicaraguan contras. By the time Congress perceives its error,
said Abrams, it may be too late. According to the assistant secretary, the "situation" in Nicaragua
will have escalated to such an extent that the next US president may be obligated to use force. This
is the scenario, said Abrams, that the Reagan administration is determined to avoid by means of its
current policy of "containing the Sandinista forces." Secretary of State George Shultz told Congress
on Oct. 13 that the Reagan administration will request that Congress vote before the Thanksgiving
recess on the $270 million request to renew military and economic aid to the contras. Abrams said
that it is unfortunate that some view the Nicaraguan situation with unfounded optimism. The
assistant secretary stated that the Reagan administration believes that the Sandinistas should be
given the benefit of the doubt. It must be recognized, he said, that the Sandinistas are not only
Marxist-Leninists, but also exporters of this ideology to the hemisphere. Next, Abrams stated that
the US disagrees with Mexico on the Nicaraguan situation. He declared that the US position holds
that the present Nicaraguan government is a threat to the security of Mexico, the United States, and
to the hemisphere. On Aug. 7, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, alongwith the presidents of El
Salvador, Guatemala, Costa Rica and Honduras, signed a peace accord obligating all signatories to
carry out democratic reforms, cease-fires, amnesty and other measures on or before Nov. 7. When
asked if the Reagan administration believes that the Nicaraguan government will democratize the
country in the period established under the peace accord, Abrams replied that no one forced the
Sandinistas to sign the accord. President Ortega, he said, signed the accord and agreed to its terms.
Ortega, he added, is not a foolish person: he has his beliefs and principles. However, said Abrams,
Ortega's principles are faithful to communism, not democracy. Consequently, Abrams doubts
Ortega's word. He continued by saying that the Sandinistas could fulfill their promises under the
accord. But, he added, suppose that six, eight or 12 months after Nov. 7, the Sandinistas renege on
their promises, and reestablish in full force the repressive apparatus and renew their support for
the Salvadoran rebels. In this event, according to Abrams, the US would have two options: "we
could...fold our arms, or use force." The Reagan administration's policy, he reiterated, is directed at
avoiding the prospect of seeing the next president confronted with such options.
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